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Fanny’s Parents 

All documentation indicates that Robert and Maria (Mariah) Wilson were born in Ireland and 

immigrated to New York during the 1830s.  It is believed that Robert was born sometime 

between 1805 and 1810.  He married Maria McEwen who was born around 1817.   Since Robert 

Wilson is a common name, it’s impossible to determine which ship they sailed on.   They settled 

near the town of Augusta in the County of Oneida, New York.  Robert was listed as a farmer on 

the both the 1840 and 1850 census. His wife Maria is listed as not being able to read or write.   

All five of their children James, Eliza, John, Fanny and Maria were born in Oneida County.  

According to their son James’ obituary, the family traveled to Spring Lake by steamship during 

the spring of 1851.  Once there, Robert farmed near the Village of Spring Lake.  He died July 26, 

1887, and Maria on February 7, 1893.  They are buried together in the Spring Lake Cemetery.   

 

     

 Wilson Monument in the Spring Lake Cemetery.  Robert is on one side and wife   

 Maria on another side.  

 

http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=pv&GRid=44974775&PIpi=23929418
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=pv&GRid=44974775&PIpi=4197352


Fanny and her Siblings 

James A. Wilson was born on September 21, 1839, in New York.  He married Sarah J. Severance 

on December 27, 1865, in Mill Point (an early name for Spring Lake).  Sarah was born to Nelson 

Severance and Betsey Waters Severance in 1845 (Canada).  According to the Wilson family, 

James suggested to his father-in-law that his sister Fanny be hired as the first teacher at the 

new South Evergreen School.  She was currently working as a servant in Spring Lake. 

James was a long-time employee of the Cutler & Savidge Lumber Yard until they closed in 1891.  

All other documents list his occupation as that of Lumberman.  Their son James Jr. (always 

called Hile or Hiram) can be seen with them on the 1880 census.  Sometime after 1900, James 

and Sarah moved to East Paris Avenue in Grand Rapids where they both died, Sarah in 1906 and 

James in 1818.  They are buried together in Spring Lake Cemetery. Son James Jr. signed James’ 

death certificate. 

 

This is the 1870 Federal Census for the Village of Spring Lake.  This census was taken August 12, 

1870.  Family group #130 shows James and his wife Sarah living in one household.  James 

“Works in a Saw Mill”.  Their property is worth $2000 and they have $100 in cash.  Listed next 

are James parents Robert and Mariah.  Robert is a laborer with $1000 in real estate and $200 in 

cash.  James and Sarah’s infant daughter Minnie is listed with her grandparents.  She died that 

year at 5 months of age and is buried in the Spring Lake Cemetery at the feet of her 

grandparent’s tombstone (see above). 

 

 

 

 

http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=pv&GRid=44974667&PIpi=90937678
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=pv&GRid=118938954&PIpi=90937281
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=pv&GRid=118939384&PIpi=90937365


Eliza Wilson was born during 1841 and is shown with her family on the Federal Census for 1850 

(living in New York).  She is next seen on the 1860 Federal Census at age 17 working in Spring 

Lake as a Domestic.  During 1863 Eliza married John McCrie (1834-1889) an immigrant from 

Scotland.  The next year on October 29, 1864, they had their son William McCrie (1864-1892).  

Daughter Edna D. McCrie was born April 20, 1871.  Both children were born in Grand Haven.  By 

the 1880 census the family had moved to Detroit.  Eliza died September 25, 1886, and was 

buried there.  John married Bertha Louise Burrows on January 5, 1889.  Bertha raised his 

daughter Edna after John died later that year. Bertha petitioned the courts in 1890 for the 

$6,500 that John had left behind. Edna died in 1925 and Bertha in 1930. 

John Wilson was born during 1843 in New York.  According to the 1860 Federal Census, John is 

living and working for the William Britton family.  Also shown is daughter Ada Annette Britton, 

age 13.   On July 8, 1869, Ada (Nettie) and John were married.  John was a Locomotive Engineer 

who followed his job from Spring Lake to Grand Haven, Muskegon, and then to Allegan.  While 

in Grand Haven they had son William who died young, daughter Kathrine Gertrude (1872) and 

John Jr. (1874).  Daughter Bernice Wilson was born on October 25, 1889, in Allegan and died on 

July 13, 1961.  John died June 1904 in Allegan County, Michigan.  According to his death 

certificate, he was buried in Spring Lake.  Wife Nettie is last seen on the 1930 Federal Census 

living with their daughter Bernice who never married. 

Fanny M. Wilson was born 1845-1846 in Oneida County, New York.  Fanny, the subject of this 

book, was reportedly the first teacher for the South Evergreen School. 

Maria Wilson youngest child of Robert and Maria was born in New York about 1847.  She was 

living at home with her parents on both the 1850 and 1860 census.  On July 13, 1869, Maria 

married James Thompson.  James was born in Buffalo, New York, in 1841.  The marriage records 

indicate that he was a carpenter.  Fanny’s husband Orson Vanderhoef stood up for them.  They 

are still in Spring Lake as of the 1870 census but after that no other records were found. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Misc. Documents 

1850 Federal Census: family home town was Augusta, Oneida, New York.  Shows parents 

Robert & Maria, siblings James, Eliza, John, Fanny & Maria.  Fanny was listed as being born in 

about 1845 in New York, age 3.  Father was listed as a farmer. Maria or Mariah as she is shown 

here does not read or write.  Four of the five children are attending school.  No explanation is 

given to who Elizabeth Marrow is.  Information for this census was as of October 1, 1850. 

 

Robert Wilson 40 M Farmer Ireland   

Mariah 33 F  ″  1 

James A. 10 M  New York 1  

Eliza 9 F  ″ 1  

John 7 M  ″ 1  

Fanny 5 F  ″ 1  

Mariah 2 F  ″   

Elizabeth 
Marrow 

69 F  IR 
Ireland 

  

 

1851 migration to Michigan: according to Fanny’s brother James obituary, the family arrived in Spring 

Lake during the spring of 1851 by steamship.  The ship’s name was either Algoma or Algomah.  

Note: The Erie Canal opened in 1825, allowing settlers from New England and New York to reach 

Michigan by water through Albany and Buffalo. The canal opening and the incorporation of Chicago in 

1837,  increased Great Lakes steamboat traffic from Detroit through the straits of Mackinaw to Chicago.   

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Erie_Canal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_England
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Albany,_NY
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buffalo,_NY
https://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=AwrB8pyNwvVVfF0AimGJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTIzYXNwNXJtBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1nBG9pZAMzMDJhZTEwNWVkZjZkZjkyNDFhY2U1M2Y2MTZmNGUyZQRncG9zAzIzBGl0A2Jpbmc-?.origin=&back=https://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=1800s+Steamship&fr=yfp-t-308-s&tab=organic&ri=23&w=1289&h=837&imgurl=steamboattimes.com/images/artwork/city_of_cairo_drawing1289x837.jpg&rurl=http://steamboattimes.com/artwork_2.html&size=301.5KB&name=City+of+Cairo&p=1800s+Steamship&oid=302ae105edf6df9241ace53f616f4e2e&fr2=&fr=yfp-t-308-s&tt=City+of+Cairo&b=0&ni=21&no=23&ts=&tab=organic&sigr=118jfedmt&sigb=130f8mgjk&sigi=1237rvmr3&sigt=10d1n5ee4&sign=10d1n5ee4&.crumb=8PFgX2H6LrI&fr=yfp-t-308-s


1860 Federal Census: This is the first census where the Wilson family are not together.  All are 

still living in Spring Lake and many are even listed on the same page.  This Census was as of June 

6, 1860.  All except John live in the postal office district of Mill Point.  John’s postal district is 

Ferrysburg.  Their information is as follows: 

 Robert, wife Marie and daughter Maria are Family #145.  Robert’s occupation is still that 

 of farmer. 

 James A. is a laborer boarding with George & Harriet Bouton (family #148). He is 21. 

 Eliza, age 17, is grouped in family #141 with Harry Miller, his wife and children.  Harry is 

 a Tailor. Eliza’s occupation is that of “Domestic”. 

 John is a laborer working for and living with William Britton and his family (group #40). 

 Mr. Britton give his real estate value as $250 and personal worth $200. John is 18.  

 Daughter Ada  Annette “Nettie” Britton later became John’s wife. 

 Fanny at age 14 is a “Domestic” for the John H. Newcomb family.  Mr. Newcomb is a 

 Merchant with a real estate value of $2,000 and personal worth of $3,000.  

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Fanny’s Marriage 

 

 

The above are pages 151 and 152 from Ottawa County marriages records; Fanny and Orson are the 

second listing.  The records read: Number 107, March 2, 1868, Spring Lake, Orson Vanderhoef from 

Grand Haven age 30, Fanny Wilson from Spring Lake, age 22.  Orson was born in Homer, Ohio, and 

worked as an Engineer.  Fanny was born in NY.  David Eagle, Minister of the Gospel, witnesses were 

John & Maria Wilson from Spring Lake. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Husband Orson Vanderhoef 

Orson Vanderhoef was born January 9, 1838, in Homer, Ohio, to Samuel and Roxy Vanderhoef.  

He was the fourth of eight children. 

Orson entered the military on September 16, 1862, in Ohio.   According to the September 7, 

1915, issue of the Grand Haven Tribune, he was promoted to the rank of Sergeant having 

fought in Company B, 124th Regiment, Ohio, Volunteer, during the Civil War.  The article went 

on to say that he was “wounded twice in the front of battle”.   It is also mentioned in the 

“History of Ottawa County” that he fought and was wounded in the Battle of Chickamauga.  

Other sites give reports for the Battle of Missionary Ridge and the Battle of Pickett’s Mill.  Orson 

mustered out of the military on June 9, 1865, in Nashville, Tennessee.    

Orson moved to Grand Haven during 1866.  His occupations in Grand Haven included deputy to 

the sheriff, Engineer at the City Flouring Mill and finally the caretaker of the government 

building in Grand Haven for 10 years.  He was well respected in all that he did.   

Orson married twice, first to Fanny Wilson and then to Emma Stock.  Orson and Fanny’s 

daughters are: Francis Louise, Bessie Ruth and Shirley Irene.  Fanny died in 1879 and Emma in 

1910.  Orson died on September 2, 1915, at the University Hospital in Ann Arbor, Michigan.  He 

is buried with Fanny in Grand Haven.  Note that his marriage to Fanny is noted in his obituary. 

 

 

 

 

http://mediasvc.ancestry.com/v2/image/namespaces/1093/media/88d2689d-29cb-4825-a59a-bc07ed6556f8?client=TreesUI


 



Fanny’s Children 

Fanny had three daughters who were only 9, 6, and 4 when she died.  One year later they and 

their dad Orson are living with his older brother Rueben Vanderhoef and his family.  Reuben’s 

children were of teen age so he and his wife undoubtedly helped Orson care for the girls.  All 

three girls eventually married and lived in the Petoskey, Michigan, area. 

 

Francis Louise Vanderhoef was born July 21, 1869, in Grand Haven, Michigan.  On 

November 25, 1891, she married John P. Southard (1868-1921) in Harbor Springs, 

Emmet County, Michigan.  Their children were Louise A. (1893), Irene F. (1894), Ordelia 

H. (1895), Donna R. (1896) and Janet (1898).  John died November 22, 1921 in Harbor 

Springs. Francis died there in September 7, 1935.  Both are buried in that area. 

 

Bessie Ruth Vanderhoef was born February 8, 1873.  Bessie married Arthur A. Wilcox 

(1868-1939) in Emmet County, Michigan.  Their children are Marion G. (1894), Ruth B 

(1897), Charles A. (1901), Robert A. (1905) and Martha E. (1909).   Bessie died shortly 

after having Martha on April 1, 1909.   A few years later Arthur married Josephine to 

help raise his children.  They had daughter Virginia in 1914.  Arthur died in 1939 in 

Grand Rapids. 

 

Shirley Irene Vanderhoef was born in Grand Haven in January 1875.  She was married in 

Petoskey on June 24, 1896, to Charles M. Edmunds/Edmonds.   Their children are 

Caroline R. (1898), Dorothy A. (1901) and Charles O. (1903).    Husband Charles died 

during 1910.  By 1930, Shirley was living with her son Charles in Chicago where she died 

a few years later. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Death and Burial 

Fanny M. Wilson Vanderhoef died November 1, 1879, and is buried in the Lake Forest Cemetery 

in Grand Haven.  Cemetery records lists her age at death as 31 years and 21 days. That would 

make her date of birth about October 11, 1845 

 

 

All federal census and marriage documents lists her year of birth as 1845 or 1846 

 

 

 

 

 

This information compiled by 

Claudia Timmerman Throop 

 



 


